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Dear Friend,
We are pleased to present the 2014 Giving in Oregon report. More 
than a decade of tracking philanthropy and its effects on the nonprofit 
sector continues to underscore the incredible generosity of Oregonians. 
This report simply ratifies what we instinctively know: Whether you 
are someone who donates to a cause that you care about, volunteers 
for efforts about which you are passionate, or works for a nonprofit 
that is doing great work in one of our communities – you are making 
a difference. 
This year, OCF is celebrating its 40th anniversary. For the past four 
decades, in partnership with our donors, we have worked to improve 
life in Oregon and promote effective philanthropy across the state.  And 
we are not alone. There are so many working each day to make our 
neighborhoods, our regions and our state healthier.
We are committed to our mission. Thank you for your commitment to 
our state and its people.
Sincerely,
Max Williams, President and CEO 
The Oregon Community Foundation
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The Giving in Oregon project of The 
Oregon Community Foundation has 
documented philanthropy in Oregon for 
more than a decade. The report tracks 
foundation giving and other contribu-
tions to Oregon nonprofits as well as 
giving and volunteering reported by in-
dividual Oregonians.
Highlights of the Giving in Oregon report include the following:
• Oregon nonprofits reported more than $1.8 billion in donations in 2012, 
up from $1.6 billion in 2011.
• Oregonians volunteer more than the national average and are giving 
more of their time.
• Individual giving increased in both Oregon and nationally between 
2011 and 2012.
• Oregonians at all income levels, but particularly the wealthiest 
Oregonians, gave more than their counterparts nationally.
• Taken together, these findings suggest that there is a strong culture 
of giving in Oregon.
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 “We believe charitable 
organizations can change 
society. Without them, life 
would not be as good here.” 
~Donor, Ashland
According to 2012 IRS 990 data, 
Oregon nonprofits reported more 
than $1.8 billion in donations, up 
from $1.6 billion in 2011.
While education nonprofits make 
up 21 percent of Oregon’s non-
profit community, they reported 
35 percent of the total contribu-
tions to nonprofits in 2012.
Arts organizations, on the oth-
er hand, make up 14 percent of 
Oregon’s nonprofit community, 
but they reported just 5 percent of 
the total contributions to nonprof-
its in 2012.
Education nonprofits 
report the largest share of 
contributions.
Education
$604,619,344
Human services
$177,349,275
Housing
$73,037,110
ARTS
$89,953,044
Environmental QUALITY
$75,307,249
HEALTH
$173,532,573 
OTHER
$188,309,998
Community Improvement
$73,740,427 
Philanthropy & volunteerism
$208,342,594
Youth Development
$87,045,303
35%
12%
10%
10%
5%
5%
4%
4%
4%
11%
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2012 Oregon 
Charitable 
Contributions by 
Sector
“The more people are 
involved with each other, 
the more they help each 
other. It gives you a sense of 
place, and it really engages 
you to invest in solutions to 
our community’s problems.” 
~ Volunteer, Bend
CONTRIBUTIONS TO OREGON’S NONPROFITS
Nearly $1 billion of the con-
tributions were reported by 
organizations in Multnomah 
County, over $260 million were 
reported by organizations in Lane 
County, and nearly $80 million 
were reported by organizations in 
Benton County. Combined, these 
three counties represent 74 per-
cent of contributions statewide.
COUNTY
TOTAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 AVERAGE
CONTRIBUTION  
NUMBER OF
ORGANIZATIONS
Multnomah  $955,861,642  $324,351 2947
Lane  $261,206,362  $230,138 1135
Benton  $79,444,812  $239,292 332
Washington  $69,453,478  $54,516 1274
Marion  $63,745,821  $72,852 875
Jackson  $61,641,547  $92,416 667
Clackamas  $43,727,606  $46,175 947
Deschutes  $38,703,756  $72,343 535
Linn  $27,764,280  $95,083 292
Douglas  $22,143,846  $70,075 316
Yamhill  $18,588,097  $64,542 288
Coos  $8,379,487  $32,479 258
Klamath  $8,258,956  $37,203 222
Josephine  $6,900,203  $26,539 260
Clatsop  $6,749,341  $37,496 180
Lincoln  $6,390,601  $28,403 225
Wasco  $4,999,501  $40,980 122
Umatilla  $4,664,619  $25,915 180
Columbia  $3,967,627  $30,520 130
Hood River  $2,559,924  $28,763 89
Malheur  $2,381,694  $28,695 83
Curry  $2,235,245  $21,087 106
Polk  $2,119,696  $12,769 166
Tillamook  $1,994,652  $15,226 131
Union  $1,902,022  $18,466 103
Crook  $1,204,061  $20,408 59
Baker  $1,132,713  $13,326 85
Lake  $870,186  $12,988 67
Wallowa  $676,138  $10,905 62
Harney  $423,064  $8,461 50
Sherman  $200,750  $16,729 12
Grant  $144,409  $2,831 51
Morrow  $86,388  $2,273 38
Gilliam  $84,826  $4,241 20
Jefferson  $5,795  $92 63
Wheeler  $4,021  $155 26
TOTALS  $1,710,617,166  $127,998 12,396
2012 Charitable contributions by county
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 “You can’t change 
the world, but you can 
certainly be an agent 
for good in your own 
community.”
~ Donor, Prineville
In 2012, 
36% of Oregonians 
volunteered, compared 
to only 27% of 
Americans as a whole. 
VOLUNTEERING 
According to data collected by the Corporation for National Community 
Service’s Volunteer and Civic Life in America Project, Oregonians be-
tween the ages of 16 and 19 or 35 and 44 are most likely to volunteer 
with rates of 39% and 43%, respectively. Oregonians between the ages 
of 20 and 24 are least likely to volunteer with a rate of 25%. 
Between 2010 and 2012, Oregonians in urban and suburban areas 
were slightly more likely to volunteer than those living in rural areas.
In 2012, over half of Oregon volunteers gave their time to education 
or religious organizations. 
While the percentage of Oregonians who volunteered did not change 
between 2011 and 2012, volunteer hours per Oregonian increased 
16%, from 45 to 52 hours. Oregon volunteers give more of their time 
than volunteers in Washington, California, and the U.S. as a whole. 
While volunteer hours have fluctuated in Oregon between 2002 and 
2012, the last two years indicate a sharp increase. Over the same de-
cade, volunteer hours have steadily decreased nationally.
INDIVIDUAL OREGONIAN’S PHILANTHROPIC EFFORTS
Oregon volunteers are giving more of their time.
Volunteer Hours Per Resident
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INDIVIDUAL GIVING IN 2012 
According to 2012 IRS 1040 data, the individual giving rate increased 
between 2011 and 2012 from 2.09% of income to 2.19% nationally, while 
in Oregon it rose from 2.25% to 2.28%. Most of this increase seems to 
be attributable to the increase in giving from households making over 
$200,000 annually.
While households making less than $200,000 annually gave a lower 
percentage of their income in 2012 than in 2011, this cohort of Oregonians 
is still giving more than their counterparts nationally.
In Oregon, households with annual income over $200,000 contributed 
3.81% of income in 2012, slightly higher than 2011. 
Between 2006 and 2012, households with annual income over $200,000 
increased their giving by 8%. During the same time, giving by the wealth-
iest households nationally decreased 2%. 
Individual contributions of both time and money clearly show a continued 
commitment by Oregonians to support their neighbors, their communi-
ties and their state. Their generosity has had a significant impact on the 
ability of Oregon’s nonprofit community to serve the state’s most vul-
nerable populations and improve the quality of life for all Oregonians. 
CONCLUSION
Charitable Giving Ranks by STate
Oregon (17th) outranked both California 
(21st) and Washington (28th), despite 
a median household income lower than 
either of those states. 
28th
17th
21st
Giving by income level
Oregonians across all income 
categories gave more than the nation 
as a whole.
<$100K $100K-$200K >$200K
1.46 1.57
2.16
2.25
3.15
3.81
CHaritable Contribution Trends
In 2012, individual giving increased in 
Oregon and the US.
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“Finding a place in our 
lives where we can help 
others is a rewarding 
process.”
~ Volunteer, Gaston
OregonUnited States OregonUnited States
THE MISSION OF 
THE OREGON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION IS TO IMPROVE LIFE IN 
OREGON AND PROMOTE EFFECTIVE 
PHILANTHROPY.
OCF works with individuals, families, businesses and organizations to 
create charitable funds to support the community 
causes they care about. 
To create your legacy today, call your local OCF office, 
visit www.oregoncf.org or email giftplanning@oregoncf.org.
PORTLAND
1221 SW Yamhill St.
Suite 100
Portland, OR 97205
503.227.6846
BEND 
15 SW Colorado Ave.
Suite 375
Bend, OR 97702
541.382.1170
SALEM 
1313 Mill St. SE
Suite 203
Salem, OR 97301
503.779.1927
EUGENE
440 E Broadway
Suite 160
Eugene, OR 97401
541.431.7099
COOS BAY 
915 S First St.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
541.269.9650
MEDFORD
818 W Eighth St.
Medford, OR 97501
541.773.8987
